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          Acs college and career dept
Mrs. Beck English Dept. Chair, College and Career Guidance Counselor 
cami.beck@aurorachristian.org

***Oversees all high school students’ guidance process,but works MOST 
directly with seniors. 

Miss Sanders 
MS/HS Tech, Yearbook 
Coordinator
jacquie.sanders@
aurorachristian.org
***Works with students in 
Career Readiness, and 
introduces Naviance to the 
underclassmen

Mrs. Henning 
Academics and Activities Director
holly.henning@aurorachristian.org 

***Works remotely from Arizona, 3 
days a week.  Please reach out to 
Mrs. Beck first for guidance-related 
issues, transcripts, any schedule 
change requests after school 
begins, etc.

mailto:cami.beck@aurorachristian.org
mailto:jacquie.sanders@aurorachristian.org
mailto:jacquie.sanders@aurorachristian.org
mailto:holly.henning@aurorachristian.org


Our ultimate goal at acs
To enable our students to find 
the path that God has 
intended specifically for them, 
whatever that path may be:

★ college
★ trades
★ formal ministry
★ service work
★ etc.



Naviance
● Self-Discovery Assessments
● College Exploration
● Recommendation/Transcript Processing w/Colleges
● Financial Aid and Scholarships
● https://id.naviance.com/
● We are in the process of activating high school parent access in 

Naviance…please be patient as we work out the kinks. Junior and 
Senior parents are “activated” and can get the access codes from us 
this evening.

● Career Exploration
● Resume Creation

https://id.naviance.com/


Basic 
college 

prep 
timeline



Middle school

● Establish good study habits!

● Explore extracurricular activities 
that you enjoy

● Preview the Handbook for high 
school academic offerings
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Freshman/Sophomore



Junior Year: Standardized Testing

PSAT - Fall of Junior Year 
● Qualifies students for the National Merit Scholarship 

Program
● Qualifies students for the National Recognition Program

○ National African American Recognition Program
○ National First-Generation Recognition Program
○ National Indigenous Recognition Program
○ National Hispanic Recognition Program
○ National Rural and Small Town Recognition Program



Junior Year: Standardized Testing

ACT/SAT
● Which test should I take?
● All ACS students take the ACT in the spring of their 

junior year during the school day
● Consider testing multiple times
● Superscore
● ACT My Answer Key available three times per year
● Test optional



Junior Year: College Lists  
Explore and create a list of potential colleges
● College fairs
● Naviance
● Big Future by the College Board
● Explore online resources/websites/YouTube
● Make a list of what’s important to you: geographic 

location, size, academic programs, sports, cost, 
transportation, etc.

Self-assessment + reflection + research = College Selection



College choices of recent ACS Grads



Sports

● http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
● https://www.playnaia.org/
● Talk to parents of students of current college athletes
● Market yourself to the coaches. Send them your tapes, stats, 

etc.
● Attend summer athletic showcases and events at the colleges 

the summer before your senior year
● Make sure the college you play at also has the academic 

program you are interested in
● Talk to your HS coach. He/She can help you make contacts

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
https://www.playnaia.org/


Junior Year: College Visits 

● Jr/Srs are allowed two excused absences each year to 
visit colleges and universities

● Ideally, try to visit when classes are in session
● Spring break is an especially busy visit time, plan ahead
● Take some pics and jot down notes after a visit
● If traveling at all during the high school years, try to 

drive through any nearby college campuses



Your Final College List: 6-10 Schools

Safety School You are positioned well in 
the upper 25% of the 

incoming freshman class 
or you are applying to an 
open enrollment school.

1-2

Match School You are positioned in the 
top 50% of the incoming 

freshman class.

4-5

Reach School You are positioned in the 
bottom 25% of the 

incoming freshman class 
or aren’t sure you can get 

accepted.

1-2



Application Timeline

● Take note of each school’s application deadlines
● Decide how you will apply and plan accordingly:

○ College applications open August 1
○ Regular Decision (deadlines typically Jan-Feb)
○ Early Action - non-binding (Nov deadline)
○ Early Decision - binding (Nov deadline)



Junior/Senior Year: College app 
BasicsMost applications are done through the Common App website 

(commonapp.org):
● Personal Essay
● Letters of Recommendation
● Resume
● Activities List (up to 10)
● Academic Honors (up to 5)
● Test Scores
● Additional essays/info required by each school



FAQs
● My student only wants to go to one school, should I really 

apply to so many?
● Are ACS students at a disadvantage because we don’t offer 

as many AP classes as some other schools? What about 
our more difficult grading scale?

● How can I find information about a school’s demographics, 
median test scores, etc?
○ College Board, CollegeVine, US News & World Reports, 

Common Data Set for each college



Common Data Set
● Enrollment/persistence (graduation rates)
● First-time, first-year admission (demographic info)
● Academic offerings (core curriculum, study abroad)
● Student life (greek life, housing, clubs, etc.)
● Annual expenses (tuition, housing, fees)
● Financial aid (average need-based aid package)
● Student:faculty ratios
● Degrees conferred







FAQs
What are colleges looking for in potential students?
● There’s a good fit college for every kid!
● Academics
● Involvement - extracurricular activities, clubs, sports, volunteer 

work, part-time jobs
● Leadership - participation in National Honor Society, Dunham 

Scholars, Eagle Ambassadors, Chapel Band, mentoring, leading 
clubs

● Students are evaluated within the context of their school 
environment



FAQs
My child wants to go to a highly selective school, any advice?
● See the school’s Common Data Set for which factors most 

influenced admission decisions. Focus on those areas
● Demonstrated interest: go visit, call/email counselors, click 

on the emails they send, attend any local events they offer
● Consider Early Decision, with the understanding that this 

may hinder your financial aid package
● Make sure to apply to several match schools as well
● Stay grounded and keep things in perspective! Admission 

to very selective schools is largely arbitrary



Cost of college

● Utilize a college’s net price calculator to get an idea of 
your cost for each school

● Complete the FAFSA and/or CSS profile as soon as 
possible

● Applying to multiple schools can help boost your financial 
aid package

● Don’t be afraid to contact a school to negotiate for more 
aid!



Financial Aid

Merit Scholarships Need-Based Aid

Aid based on student achievement:
● Academics
● Sports
● Fine Arts

Availability and requirements vary 
greatly across colleges

Merit aid is available through each 
school, but also through independent 
donors, clubs and organizations

Aid based on financial need as 
determined by the FAFSA and/or CSS 
Profile



FAFSA
Free Application for Federal Student Aid
● Open to applications beginning in the fall of each year
● Colleges use this form to determine a student’s eligibility 

for federal grants, loans, scholarships, and work-study 
programs

● In almost all cases, you should fill out the FAFSA



CSS Profile
● CSS Profile is an online application used by some colleges 

and scholarship programs in addition to the FAFSA to 
award non-federal institutional aid

● Generally opens October 1st of each year
● It examines family finances more thoroughly than the 

FAFSA
● It may hinder or help your financial aid package
● Both the FAFSA and the CSS Profile need to be filled out 

each year





Final Reminders

● Start early and do your research
● Find a good fit for your child, make sure they are honest in 

their applications
● Partner with your student to help them take ownership of 

the process as much as possible
● Remind them that there is no one “perfect” college. 

Encourage them to do their best, then trust the outcome.
● Pray for/with your child and remember….



Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; 

in all your ways submit to him, 
and he will make your paths straight.



Got
Questions?


